
Get Focused... 
Stay Focused! ® 
Follow-up	Modules	
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Early in 12th grade
Open	to	5/153	in	the	GFSF	
Program	and	Instructional	
Manual	

Preparing to Act on      
Your 10-Year 
Education and Career 
Plan

Follow-up	Module	3	
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Give	one…Get	one…	

  Find	your	opposite.		

  North	-	South	

  East	-West	

  Share	one	quote,	piece	of	advice,	or	story	that	you	
your	remind	yourself	of	when	the	going	gets	tough.	
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Students	begin	the	module	by	
reviewing	their	current	
online	10-year	Plans	

Lesson 1
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  Updating	your	10-year	Plan	and	your	
Education	Plan	

  Building	a	skills-based	Education	Plan	for	
self-directed	learners	

  Back-up	plans	for	navigating	your	
education	and	career	path	

Creating	a	Comprehensive	
Education	Plan	

Lessons 1-3
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Important	Distinctions	

What is a Skills-based Education 
Plan?

How is an skills based Education 
Plan different from a Student 

Education Plan (SEP)?
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  Your	chosen	career	

  Your	lifestyle	

A	Skills-based	Education 
Plan	details	the	skills	and	
knowledge	you	want	to	or	
need	to	acquire	for:	
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A	Student	Education 
Plan	details	the	courses	
you	need	to	take	for	
your	degree	or	
credential		
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A	SEP	is	a	subset	of	a		
Skills-based	Education	Plan	

It is the list and order of courses required 
for completion of a credential in college 

or another formal post-secondary setting
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Skills-based	Education	Plan	

turn to pages 17 & 18 in Module 3 (9/9 GFSF Manual)
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The	online	Skills-based Education Plan  

An 
important 
Tool for 

Post-
secondary 
Planning 

that is 
part of 

MY SKILLS 
INVENTORY

on 
My10yearPlan.com12



Creating and 
maintaining 

an Education 
Plan is a life-
long process
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  STEP	ONE:	Outline	your	SEP,	using	the	skills	
you	need	as	the	basis	for	what	courses	to	
choose	in	your	major	

  STEP	TWO:	Research	alternative	learning	
opportunities	to	acquire	any	skills	that	are	
not	covered	on	your	SEP	

Creating	a	Skills-based	
Education	Plan	

Page 20 of Module 3
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Alternative Learning OpportunitIes 

  The best book on the 
topic

  The best course: 
traditional or online

  The best videos

  Online open-source 
lectures

  Mentor 

  Tutor

  Internships

  On-the-job Training

  Can you think of 
other ways to learn a 
skill or acquire 
knowledge?  

See pages 274 of Career Choices and Changes 
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Practice	what	you	preach…	

  Think	about	your	hobbies,	passions,	or	potential	
career	opportunities.	Chose	one.	

  List	the	skills	you	need	to	acquire	to	develop	that	
hobby,	passion,	or	opportunity.	

  Next	to	each	one	write	one	way	you	could	develop	
that	skill.	

  Share	with	your	“direction”	opposite.		

  (North-South/East-West)	
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The	balance	of	Module	3	provides	
prompts and tools	to	help	students	
successfully	prepare	for	their	post-

secondary	plans	
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  Developing	action plan checklists
  Developing	your	college planning timeline
  Seeking	letters of recommendation
  Finalizing	your	application essay	
  Completing college applications
  Writing your	résumé,	cover	letters,	and					
thank-yous	

Applying	to	College	or	Post-
secondary	Training	

Lessons 4 -11
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  Developing	action plan checklists
  Developing	your	college planning timeline

Lessons 4-5

Planning Skills  
that will pay off not only in  

students’ post-secondary pursuits  
but throughout life.   
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  Seeking	letters of recommendation
  Finalizing	your	application essay	
  Completing college and scholarship applications
  Writing your	résumé,	cover	letters,	and	thank-yous	

Lessons 6 - 11

Real World Writing Assignments
 that really matter!
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  Researching	scholarships	opportunities	online	

  Applying	for	financial	aid	and	scholarships	

Financial	Aid	
Lessons 8-9
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Complete	College	Applications		
Lessons 10 

Applying On-line
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Lessons 11

Using the Decision-Making Rubric

“My Next Step After High school Graduation” 

“The Most Appropriate College for My Career and Life Goals” 
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Tips	
  Lesson	4:	Provide	students	the	remaining	SAT/ACT	Dates	

  Lesson	5:	List	of	impacted	majors	and	college	eligibility	index	
(CSU)	

  Lesson	6:	Require	all	students	to	get	a	letter	of	
recommendation	(give	a	deadline)	

  Lesson	8:	Local	scholarships	list/guest	speakers	schools	app)		

  Lesson	9:	Financial	aid	guest	speaker	

  Lesson	11:	Purdue	OWL	resources	for	resume	and	
cover	letter	
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College	or	Career?	

Most students will work while in school.
Most employees will need additional 

training or education to remain competitive.

It’s not an either/or choice!

Lessons 12-15
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Supporting	research	on	
college	completion	

  Writing	a	Student	Education	Plan	
(SEP)	

  Building	a	college	schedule	

Every student who enrolls to pursue a certificate, degree, 
or transfer objective, and in many cases even those seeking 
career advancement, needs a Student Education Plan...that 
can get them from their starting point to attainment of 
their educational goal. 

Advancing Student Success in the California Community Colleges: 
Recommendations of the California Community Colleges Student 

Success Task Force

Lesson 13 &15
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Enter 
their 

Course 
plans 
online

Lesson 13
Determine the courses at the college of your choice  

that matches both your career goals AND major  
My10yearPlan.com
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All	students	need	to	know	
how	to	apply	for	jobs	and	
prepare	for	interviews	

Lessons 14
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Lesson 15

Develop your class schedule, using your college or post 
secondary training option’s online course schedule 

Get Ready to sign up for classes
Secure that you’ll take the courses that  

will expedite your education 
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Students	end	the	module	by	updating	their		

online	10-year	Plans		

and	Portfolios	for	Success		

using	what	they’ve	learned		

Lesson 16
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Tips:	

  Lesson	11,	14,	and	16:	Senior	Project	

  Career	Portfolio	modeled	after	freshmen	year	

  Exit	interview	completed	in	English	Class	
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Module	Design	

Progressive	pedagogy	that:	

  Meets	the	Common	Core	State	Standards	

  Provides	a	hybrid	learning	opportunity	

  Can	fit	a	“flipped	classroom”	model	
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Grading:!
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Now	that	we	have	explored	all	three	
modules…	
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•  erinfined!

36!



Student Voices!
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